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For Immediate Release 

 

The Wharf Group and The Murray, Hong Kong, a Niccolo Hotel 

Celebrate the Completion of a Conserving Central Initiative Project 

 
20 December 2017, Hong Kong SAR — The Wharf Real Estate Investment Company Limited 

(WREIC) and The Murray, Hong Kong, a Niccolo Hotel (“The Murray”) today held a plaque 

unveiling ceremony to commemorate the completion of the preservation of The Murray, 

converted from the previously known Murray Building, as a celebration for the 20th 

anniversary of the HKSAR. 

 
As one of the eight historic landmarks under the Conserving Central initiative introduced by 

the HKSAR government in 2013, this signature piece of architecture with nearly 50 years of 

history comes to life again as The Murray, a luxury hotel overseeing the city’s Central Business 

District and serene green surroundings. 

 
The ceremony was officiated by guest-of-honour, Mrs. Carrie Lam, Chief Executive of the 

HKSAR along with Mr. Peter Woo, Chairman of Wheelock Holdings Pte Limited. 

 
Mr. Ron Phillips, Murray Building’s original architect and the Foster +  Partners  team, design 

consultant of the project, attended the event with some 200 guests to witness the important 

moment. 

 
Authoring the Foreword of the commemorative book to mark the completion of The Murray, 

Mrs. Carrie Lam said, “Having actually worked in this building twice in my public service 

career, I am thrilled to witness the impressive transformation of The Murray, once home to 

many government departments for half a century, to becoming a home away from home for 

guests from around the world.” 

 
“We are grateful that we are given the opportunity to take on this project, a very unique project; 

we are inspired by the energy of this building, the façade, the arches and the timelessness of 

the architecture; we are humbled because we have the responsibility to undertake this very 

important project to create a dialogue between the old and the new,” said Mr. Peter Woo. 
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“Government allowed us 60 months to complete the project, we completed it in 45 months. We 

thank our project partners and various government departments for working closely and 

diligently together to make the completion of the project possible,” Peter Woo added. 

 
Murray Building was acquired by Wharf through its listed subsidiary Harbour Centre 

Development Limited for HK$4.4 billion in November 2013. Located in the heart of Central, 

Hong Kong’s financial and business district, The Murray is one of the city’s most anticipated 

hotel openings this decade. Defined by its imposing three-storey arches and distinctive recessed 

windows, the building was designed by Mr. Ron Phillips in the 1960s and is recognised as a 

pioneering example of sustainable architecture. The tall white landmark structure won many 

awards for its ground-breaking and energy efficient design. 

 
Committed to preserving this iconic landmark, Wharf engaged Foster + Partners to redesign, 

redevelop and launch this hotel for the people of Hong Kong. By breathing a new life into the 

modern Hong Kong property, Wharf has created a unique hotel and leisure destination for local 

and international guests to enjoy. 

 
As the flagship property of Niccolo Hotels, which owns and operates an exclusive collection 

of luxury hotels, The Murray has received its hotel license in late November, and will open 

within three months thereafter in line with normal practice. 

 
 

About Wharf Real Estate Investment Company Limited 

Wharf Real Estate Investment Company Limited (“Wharf REIC”) is a premier company and 

one of the largest local real estate companies in Hong Kong SAR of CHina with a proven track 

record in developing, investing and operating iconic properties at strategic locations in the city. 

Wharf REIC holds a portfolio of six premium quality investment properties (“IP”) in Hong 

Kong including Harbour City, Times Square, Plaza Hollywood, Crawford House, Wheelock 

House and a luxury hotel, The Murray. This portfolio of about 11 million square feet of GFA 

has a total value of over HK$250 billion (US$32 billion) as at 31 August 2017 and an annual 

turnover of over HK$13 billion (US$1.7 billion). 

 
Wharf REIC is a subsidiary of Wheelock and Company Limited listed on the Main Board of 

Hong Kong Stock Exchange (HKSE: 1997). 

 
 

About The Murray, Hong Kong, a Niccolo Hotel 

The Murray, Hong Kong, opening in 1Q 2018, is a high-profile preservation project by British 

international studio for architecture and integrated design Foster + Partners. The hotel, part of 

Hong Kong’s Conserving Central Initiative, was previously the stand-alone Murray 
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Building, one of the city's most iconic landmarks. A member of Global Hotel Alliance’s 

Ultratravel Collection, the US$1 billion contemporary urban chic sanctuary will feature 336 

oversized rooms and suites spanning 25 floors.  Other facilities include a stunning rooftop  bar 

with breath-taking views of the central business district and the green oasis of Hong Kong Park, 

a series of signature restaurants and bars, as well as creative meeting and event spaces. 

Further details on The Murray, Hong Kong are available at niccolohotels.com 
 
 

#### 

For press enquiries, please contact: 
 

 

Anton Kilayko 

Director of Communications 

The Murray, Hong Kong, a Niccolo Hotel 

(852) 6318 3086 

anton.kilayko@niccolohotels.com 

Michelle Miu 

Public Relations Manager 

The Murray, Hong Kong, a Niccolo Hotel 

(852) 6332 0221 

Michelle.miu@niccolohotels.com 

http://www.marcopolohotels.com/en/niccolo/hotels/hongkong/central/the_murray/index.html
mailto:anton.kilayko@niccolohotels.com
mailto:Michelle.miu@niccolohotels.com
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Attending the plaque unveiling ceremony at The Murray, Hong Kong are (from left) Mr Douglas 

Woo, Chairman and Managing Director of Wheelock and Company Limited, Mr Peter Woo, 

Chairman of Wheelock Holdings Pte Limited, Mrs Carrie Lam, Hong Kong Chief Executive of 

HKSAR and guest-of-honour, Mr Stephen T H Ng, Chairman and Managing Director of Wharf 

Real Estate Investment Company Limited, Ms Yen Leng, Director of Wharf Real Estate 

Investment Company Limited. 

 

 

Mrs Carrie Lam, Hong Kong Chief Executive stands before Old & Valuable Tree at The Murray, 

Hong Kong during the plaque unveiling ceremony to mark the completion of The Murray, Hong 

Kong. 
 


